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In this Nov. 18, 2013 photo, a woman holds a girl in her arms while standing on a dock at the Riachuelo river in La Boca
neighborhood of Buenos Aires, Argentina. Although the odor of the brown-gray river can be overpowering, the historic
neighborhood, which is known as a tango hotspot and home of the popular soccer team Boca Juniors, remains one of
Buenos Aires’ top tourist draws. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — The picturesque La Boca district draws hordes of tourists to stroll its narrow streets
lined with colorful buildings and eat at outdoor restaurants. Now it has a new, unwanted claim to fame: The Riachuelo river
flowing through the neighborhood has been named one of the planet's 10 dirtiest places.

Thousands of people live along the river, and environmentalists say a court-ordered cleanup of decades of industrial
pollution and sewage has made little progress in five years. Many residents still need to be relocated under the court ruling,
and toxic substances are still emptying into the Riachuelo.

On a recent day, tourists ambled along the Caminito walkway full of souvenir shops and cafes amid the funk emanating
from the river about 700 feet away. Although the odor of the brown-gray river can be overpowering some days, the historic
district, which is known as a tango hotspot and home of the popular soccer team Boca Juniors, remains one of Buenos
Aires' top tourist draws.

"I smell it from my home, just a few blocks away, and | often have to keep the windows closed," said Edgardo Gomez.
"When are they going to finish this cleanup plan?"

Many are asking the same question. About 3.5 million people live in the southern districts of Buenos Aires and the 14
nearby municipalities as the river flows some 40 miles (60 kilometers) from Buenos Aires province to just south of the

capital.

A report by the environmental activist groups Blacksmith Institute and Green Cross of Switzerland stirred up Argentines by
ranking the river as the eighth most polluted place in the world.

The study says makers of chemical products are responsible for more than a third of the contamination, and says tests
indicate 80 percent of water taken from wells near the river is not safe.

The study does say several cleanup programs are making some "progress" with support from the World Bank. About 20,000
people live near the river basin, while 15,000 industries discharge effluent into the river, the report says.

Environment Secretary Juan Jose Mussi last week accused the media and the report of exaggerating the river's condition.
But he also concedes the pollution problem is "not solved."

Can the Riachuelo be saved? Experts say yes, although much needs to be done.

"There's a long-term, high-cost solution that could take decades," said Raul Estrada Oyuela, a member of Argentina's
Environmental Sciences Academy.

"This requires political will and thorough measures," Estrada Oyuela said. One of the measures would be a strict restriction
on dumping pollutants and raw sewage.

Today, muddy bubbles can be seen across the river's surface. "These are gases produced by heavy metals on the bottom,"
said Alfredo Alberti, president of the La Boca Neighbors Association.

High levels of arsenic, chromium, copper, zinc and lead have been measured in the river.
The pollution began in the 16th century, when people began throwing animal parts and fat into the water. That continued into

the 19th century, when businessmen came to its banks to set up "saladeros," shops that produce salted meat. Over time,
factories moved in and began dumping heavy metals and acid.
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The spur for the current cleanup came five years ago, when Argentina's Supreme Court ordered the national government
and Buenos Aires city and provincial officials to work with the Authority of the Matanza-Riachuelo Basin to make the river
sparkling clean.

Environmentalists warn there's a long way to go before the river is even somewhat clean.

While they agree progress has been made, including the recent removal of sunken ships from the river and garbage from its
surface, they are pushing for a more extensive cleanup and want a petrochemical hub moved far away from the river.

Green Cross Argentina's president, Marisa Arienza, said the most urgent problem is lead contamination, which can stunt
growth in children and causes bleeding of the gums and dermatitis.

A full cleanup could take 30 years, said Lorena Pujo, a Greenpeace coordinator, because factories need to come up with
ways to dispose of waste other than dumping it in the river. Then, crews will have to clear out tons of contaminated mud on
the river bottom.

"What's most important is that we reach a consensus that there can be no industrial pollutants coming into the water," Pujo
said.

The river agency says 891 businesses "are working in an industrial conversion plan to stop contaminating" and 411 have
already changed their production processes. So far, $225 million has been spent on cleaning the river, making water
supplies safer and treating sewage, it says.

Some experts, including Arienza of Green Cross Argentina, contend the report on most-polluted places understates
improvements in the Riachuelo and fault the authors for basing the rankings on old data and not doing their own tests.

But ultimately, Arienza said, the problem is clear.

"There's no doubt that it's one of the most contaminated places in the world," she said, "although by now it's pretty
irrelevant whether it's No. 8 or 20."

RELATED

Taurasi, Dupree lead Mercury past Shock, 89-86

108 days ago

Cambage, Wiggins lead Shock past Sparks

126 days ago

Sticker shock often follows insurance cancellation
33 days ago

Florida teen dies after being shocked by police

121 days ago

'BioShock' maker wants motive in his 'Logan's Run'
129 days ago

Scott hot at Australian Open with 1st-round 62

bigstory.ap.org/article/argentina-grapples-its-most-polluted-river 3/6



12/12/13 Argentina grapples with its most polluted river

8 days ago

Zemanta
Tags

Latin America and Caribbean, Business, South America, General news, Argentina, Buenos Aires, Lifestyle,
Environmental concerns, Environment, Environment and nature, Food and drink, Environmental activism,

Pollution, Restaurants, Water quality, Freshwater pollution, Rivers and streams, Water environment, Water
pollution, Industrial pollution

Comments

Comments for this thread are now closed.

0 comments Y <0

Best Community Share 2 Login

No one has commented yet.

Latest News

| "
Hilton shares jump in market debut

Dec. 12, 2013 12:46 PM EST
Search for missing plane in Idaho is suspended

Dec. 12, 2013 12:45 PM EST
Cubs send Bogusevic to Marlins for Ruggiano

bigstory.ap.org/article/argentina-grapples-its-most-polluted-river 4/6



12/12/13 Argentina grapples with its most polluted river

Dec. 12, 2013 12:44 PM EST

Bob Barker celebrates birthday on 'Price’

Dec. 12, 2013 12:44 PM EST

Operators ground model of chopper that crashed

Dec. 12, 2013 12:43 PM EST
Advertisement

AP on Twitter

The Associated Press
AP o

Follow @AP

bigstory.ap.org/article/argentina-grapples-its-most-polluted-river 5/6



12/12/13 Argentina grapples with its most polluted river

BREAKING: Airline owner says plane crash that killed Hawaii official was caused by engine failure.

12:12 PM-12 Dec 13 Reply Retweet Favorite
Follow @AP
The Associated Press
@AP
I

Thai protesters cut off power to prime minister's offices and demand police leave the premises: t.co/X6hdhdAzrw

12:12 PM-12 Dec 13 Reply Retweet Favorite
Follow @AP
The Associated Press
@AP
I

AP PHOTOS: People lined up to view Mandela in state and star trails around Polaris are among #AP10ThingsToSee:
t.co/VNO1zE6fGm

12:12 PM-12 Dec 13 Reply Retweet Favorite
Follow @AP
The Associated Press
@AP
I

U.S. government says 1 of 14 people was victimized by identity theft last year, inflicting emotional distress: t.co/HdGbNirbOf

11:11 AM-12 Dec 13 Reply Retweet Favorite
Follow @AP
The Associated Press
@AP
I

BREAKING: Yemeni officials say sectarian clashes between Sunni militants and northern rebels kill 40.

11:11 AM-12 Dec 13 Reply Retweet Favorite

Fred & Friends
Store*M's

Fab

Shop at Fab.com

$16.00

AP News | © 2013 Associated Press

bigstory.ap.org/article/argentina-grapples-its-most-polluted-river 6/6



