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Pb

4,000 b.C. - First traces of pottery in Mexico / 1500 - Introduction of use of lead based glazes / 1878 - First academy article on negative effects of lead in pottery  / 1991 - Mexican Goverment 
through FONART starts lead free pottery program / 1997 - Leaded gas phaseout in Mexico / 2013 - “Barro Aprobado” Strategy 
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LEAD EXPOSURE
EFFECTS

Increased function   Decreased function

Range for the general population

LEAD & ECONOMY

$ 1’000,000 

EXPORT ACCESS TO LEAD
FREE POTTERY MARKET$ 17-220 MILLION 

$ 1BILLION
MEXICO CITY’S ANNUAL LOSS DUE TO LEAD 

INVESTMENT

BENEFITS

Investing $1 in strategies to protect the 
public from lead exposure translate in  
benefits between $17 and $220 

LEAD & IQ

8.6 µg/dl = -6 IQ points

STRATEGY

LEAD 
EXPOSURE

1. Inhalation, ingestion and/or dermal exposure / 2. Lead absorption at the 
gastrointestinal tract / 3. Fixation of lead in bones / 4. Bone resorption: mineral 
release (lead included) from bone tissue into bloodstream / 5. Lead passes 
through the placenta / 6. Lead reaches the fetus 
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= 1,000 people

probable potters

probable potters’ relatives

potters in FONART’s census

relatives of potters in FONART’s census

lead free potters

lead free potters’ relatives

50,000 - 250,000
POTTERS AND RELATIVES:
26 µg/dl

= 1’000,000 people

BETWEEN
10’000,000 AND
25’000,000
HEAVY USERS:
8 µg/dl

AFFECTED POPULATION

112’000,000
MEXICANS
EXPOSED

= 10’000,000 people 

NOM-231-SSA1-2002

Lead limits in pottery

NOM-199-SSA1-2000

Blood lead levels for general 
population

NOM-047-SSA1-2011

Maximum biological lead 
limits for potters

NOM-004-SSA1-1993

Use and marketing of lead oxide

LEAD OXIDE

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

STRATEGY ACTIONS

LEAD TEST
KIT

ADVERTISING

TRAINING REMEDIATION

Pb

BLOOD LEAD LEVELS
MONITORING

SOIL LEAD LEVELS
MONITORING

Pb


